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The Directors of the European Synchrotron and FEL
user facilities have decided to establish a strategic part-
nership — the League of European Accelerator based-
Photon Sources (LEAPS)- which aims for an unprec-
edented level of cooperation and development and
outreach to academic and industrial users as well as to
the general public.

So far, 16 facilities have joined this initiative which is
strongly encouraged by policy makers such as Robert-Jan
Smits, the Director-General for Research and Innovation
of the European Commission, who met with LEAPS rep-
resentatives in Brussels on April 26, 2017.

The primary goal of LEAPS is to ensure the quality and
impact of fundamental, applied and industrial research
carried out at their facilities. The Partnership deploys its
substantial collective knowledge, experience and exper-
tise in Synchrotron and FEL science and technology, Re-
search Infrastructure management, and service to scien-
tific users to the greater benefit of European science and
society. It also aims to play an integrating role for coun-
tries with less developed communities and infrastructure
for research and innovation, in Europe and beyond.

The Partnership is currently preparing a roadmap docu-
ment outlining the future of accelerator-based photon
science in Europe, which will be handed over to DG
research and innovation at the big international LEAPS
roll-out meeting in November 2017.

LEAPS is aiming to get substantial funding from the EU
in the 9th framework program based on its track record
of more than three decades of accelerator based light
sources and a community exceeding 30,000 users across
Europe.

[Reproduced from the e-EPS]

LEAPS is supported by ALBA, DESY, Diamond Light
Source, Elettra, ESRF, European XFEL, FELIX, HZB,
HZDR, INFN, ISA, MAX IV, PSI,SOLARIS, SOLEIL,
and most recently PTB, and is collaborating with the Eu-
ropean Synchrotron User Organization ESUO.

Find more information at www.leaps-initiative.eu

LEAPS at Diamond Light Source in November 2016.

Partners (PTB just joined and is still missing here).

26



